
The SCHOOL of FAITH  offers a learning environment 
that connects the curious with the core message of Christianity 

and its significance for the whole of life.

Guide to running SCHOOL OF FAITH Essentials Talks events 

This guide provides suggestions on how to host a SCHOOL OF FAITH event in your local setting. Example events are available 
to view on theschooloffaith.org website. This guide gives specific suggestions on how to run the SCHOOL OF FAITH 
Essentials: Home Series event. The Home Series of Essential Talks contains five short talks (12-16 minutes each) based on 
the Jesus’ Parable of the Lost Sons in Luke 15: 

Talk 1. Home Start | Does it matter what you believe? 
Talk 2. Home Grown | What is God like? 
Talk 3. Home Run | What is wrong with the world? 
Talk 4. Home Delivery | What is Christianity like? 
Talk 5. Home Free | What does it mean to be a Christian? 

If you would like to run a SCHOOL OF FAITH event please contact us – we’d be delighted to know that you are partnering 
with us and would like to offer support and a link from our website to your event. You can contact Andrew Baughen on 
schooloffaith.info@gmail.com

The contribution of SCHOOL OF FAITH Essentials Talks to a church’s evangelism strategy

The Because Approach (see becauseapproach.com) outlines strategies at each stage of the journey of faith:

Build relationship in multiple locations where people can meet Christians and talk about faith and life.

Build respect by the local church serving the local community and by sending out church members as workers into the mission field 
to be the visible presence of Christ each day.

Build relevance informal conversations, topical events and evangelistic courses that show how faith relates to daily life and that enable 
people to ask their questions. 

Build response by creating gospel gatherings so that as people discover faith they are welcomed into church events where the gospel 
continues to be explained and applied.

The strategic decision for a church is how these activities can be linked together to form an overall evangelism 
process. SCHOOL OF FAITH Essentials events provide a bridge between people have conversations with friends and 
those people hearing a comprehensive presentation of the gospel. An ideal follow-on from an Essentials event would 
be a Bible discussion group or longer more detailed course.
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People involved and aspects to be prepared
The following people roles are necessary:

• Tech team 
- set up of room, lighting etc.
- filming and recording audio etc.
- editing film for web use.

• Speakers: a mix of speakers is one of the disincentives of these events. It enables a variety of approaches and types 
but also enables different personal stories to be interwoven into each talk. That said, the talk 1 could be done:
- using our pre-filmed video in London 2019 on our website
- by one of the speakers in part two of the evening (talk 4 or 5).

• Event host: to introduce the evening, make announcements about the break, next steps etc.

• Vox pop street interviews: these short (3-4 minute) films of ‘talking head’ interviews give a view from the street and 
the opinion on faith and the issues of the world from a local context perspective. You can see examples on the School 
of Faith Vimeo site.
 Vox pop street interviews 1: Who do you have faith in? 
 vimeo.com/353387536

 Vox pop street interviews 2: What is the cause of all the mess in the world?  
 vimeo.com/353388181

• Hosting team
- purchasing, setting up and serving refreshments
- welcoming people etc.

Event running order
The following is a suggested running order, but can all be tailored to your setting. 

7pm People arrive
7.12 Welcome - Event host
7.16 Vox pop street interviews 1 - who do you have faith in and why?
7.18 Home Start - Speaker 1
7.26 Video or live reading Luke 15:11-19 - maybe add 15:1-3 at the start and miss out ‘Jesus continued’ from v11?
7.29 Home Grown - Speaker 2
7.41 Vox pop street interviews 2 - what’s the cause of all the mess in the world?
7.43 Home Run - Speaker 3
7.55 Break - intro by event host
8.00 Chat and grab a drink and snack
8.12 Get people back together
8.14 Video or live reading Luke 15:20-24
8.17 Home Delivered - Speaker 4
8.29 Chat to neighbour (if running late this could be cut)
8.32 Video or live reading Luke 15:25-32
8.35 Home Free - Speaker 5
8.47 Next steps - Event host or person running follow on course in local setting
8.50 Drinks and chat
9.30 People leave and clear up begins



Talk Outlines

Talk 1. Home Start | Does it matter what you believe? 

Talk summary
This introductory talk asks the question about faith and the basis on which you decide and believe things. The talk on 
the London 2019 series is by Glen Scrivener and could be played as a video. Alternatively a talk at this point would aim 
to show that Christianity is about a different view of the world where “In the beginning God created...” and where “we 
have seen the glory of the One and Only” in Jesus. 

This talk is also an ideal opportunity to look at some of our presuppositions of belief. For example, there is a 
presupposition that Christians believe a fairy story. This talk can deconstruct that idea by looking at what Tolkein 
calls ‘faerie’ - the ultimate story which we get glimpses of like walking along a path next to a garden wall and getting 
glimpses of the scent of flowers, the birds in the trees and a view through a gap in the wall. That is what Jesus shows 
when he shows his glory, as John puts it - glory being a manifestation on earth of the eternal perfection of God.

One possible analogy is to talk about how a superstition literally means something above (‘super’) foundation (‘stition 
/ station’). Christianity is therefore a widerstition because it gives a greater foundation for belief and a wider, deeper 
and longer worldview.

“Most people, if they have really learned to look into their own hearts, would know that they do want, and want acutely, something 
that cannot be had in this world. There are all sorts of things in this world that offer to give it to you, but they never quite keep 
their promise. The longings which arise in us when we first fall in love, or first think of some foreign country, or first take up some 
subject that excites us, are longings which no marriage, no travel, no learning, can really satisfy. I am not now speaking of what 
would be ordinarily called unsuccessful marriages, or holidays, or learned careers. I am speaking of the best possible ones. There 
was something we have grasped at, in that first moment of longing, which just fades away in the reality. I think everyone knows 
what I mean. The wife may be a good wife, and the hotels and scenery may have been excellent, and chemistry may be a very 
interesting job:  but something has evaded us.” CS Lewis, Mere Christianity

Talk 2. Home Grown | What is God like? 

Talk summary
This talk focuses on the nature of God as Father. It is the word Jesus consistently uses for God and in this parable he 
shows what it means for how God treats us and views us both in our rebellion and in repentance and belief. Jesus’ 
teaching on God as Father in Matthew 6 is also highly relevant in this talk, as is Paul’s principles about how a Christian 
relates to God in Romans 8. 

“You sum up the whole of New Testament religion if you describe it as the knowledge of God as one’s holy Father. If you want to 
judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having 
God as his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it 
means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all.
For everything that Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is 
distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God. ‘Father’ is the 
Christian name for God. Our understanding of Christianity cannot be better than our grasp of adoption.” J I Packer, Knowing God

Additional notes by Glen Scrivener
The God question is huge, even if you don’t believe. For one thing that’s because everyone’s got a God — an ultimate 
value/source. It’s also a question for everyone because you need to know what you’re embracing or rejecting.
- Over 65s might more typically say they believe in God, but it was easier 65 years ago to wear the label.
- Under 35s might more typically say they don’t believe in God. But there can be a nominal ‘atheism’ these days just as 
there’s been a nominal ‘Christianity’ in the past.
Can we let Jesus paint a picture of God for us? He keeps calling God Father. In fact he says he always has (John 17:24).
God is a Father always loving his Son in the joy of the Spirit.
We don’t want to explain that to you so much as get you to feel it. God is Home. God has a kind of family love that we 
were made for. In this story there is a place that’s home. Secure in a Father’s love.
Every achievement/thrill/relationship/affirmation we ever seek, we’re really seeking THIS.
And THIS is offered free. The Son comes from the Father to bring us HOME.



Talk 3. Home Run | What is wrong with the world? 

Talk summary
This talk explains the nature of sin as selfish rebellion against God. It is a problem of the heart that has consequences 
in our life, the lives of others and our status before God. One key point therefore is that sin is a falling short of God’s 
standards that cuts us off from God and that brokenness is the consequence of sin. Sin and brokenness are linked but 
distinct therefore - God’s action is to forgive sin and then restore brokenness. 

Additional notes by Glen Scrivener
Humans are notoriously split. Aristotle said we’re like chariots driven by two horses running in different directions!
In this story we see two sons motivated by desires — by what they love. 
But their desires get twisted and trip them up. 
The desires of the two sons are different from each other but the fact they have those desires is universal.
The younger wants freedom/individuality/experience, the older wants respect/honour/reward (we’ll return to this)
But we all seek the kinds of things that are found at Home — the love we were made for. The problem is that we’re all 
runaways. We seek those things in all the wrong places — namely, apart from the Father.
Let the younger son (for now) provide the paradigm — we seek freedom and end up lost and starving.
This is the human condition, lost in a sty of our own making, perishing apart from our life source.
So we are lost. And we are perishing.
But still we love. And still we are loved...

Talk 4. Home Delivery | What is Christianity like? | What’s God’s play?

Talk summary
This talk focuses on what happens when the younger son comes to his senses. It looks at the actions of the father 
and explains how God acts towards us to bring us home. This is a key moment to explain the love of God and the 
substitutionary atonement of the cross. It is helpful to use a visual illustration such as the ‘book illustration’.

The book illustration: Your right hand represents you and the light shining on your hand represents God. Place a book representing 
your sin on your right hand and explain that sin blocks us from the light and cuts us off from a pure and holy God. Explain that your 
left hand represents Jesus who never sinned and was always in the light relating perfectly to his Father. Swap the book from your 
right to your left hand and explain that on the cross Jesus swapped places with us and took our sin and paid for it with his death, 
That’s why Jesus cries out ‘my God my God why have you forsaken me’ and the answer is that ‘on him was laid the iniquity of us all’. 
Explain that as a result we are free from condemnation and can be raised with Christ to our Father’s sight - home at last!

Additional notes by Glen Scrivener
What does love do when it sees the beloved in a pit? Love says ‘Your pit will be my pit.’
The story of Jesus is the story of Love coming from Home to find runaways. Notice how Luke 15:1-2 describes the heart 
of Jesus – he is the man who welcomes sinners and eats with them. All throughout the Gospel stories we see the way 
he pursues the runaways.
In Jesus’ life, he lives the life we should have lived (examples); In Jesus’ death, he dies the perishing death that we 
should die. This is what love does. It says ‘Your death and debts will be mine.’
In Jesus resurrection, he offers a new kind of life — beyond the perishing / runaway kind of life.
Max Lucado story: “Wherever you are, whatever you’ve done, come home.”

This is the story of Maria’s daughter who ran away from their Brazilian village to live in the big city. Maria’s heart was broken as 
she knew exactly what her daughter would have to do to survive in Rio de Janeiro. So Maria boarded a bus clutching a stack of 
photographs of herself. When she arrived she pinned the pictures to the bathroom mirrors in nightclubs and bars, the bulletin 
boards of cheap hotels and the any other place that prostitutes would walk past. On the back of each photo she wrote a note and 
when he money ran out she returned to her village.
“It was a few weeks later that young Christina descended the hotel stairs. Her young face was tired. Her brown eyes no longer 
danced with youth but spoke of pain and fear. Her laughter was broken. Her dream had become a nightmare. A thousand times 
over she had longed to trade these countless beds for her secure pallet. Yet the little village was, in too many ways, too far away.
As she reached the bottom of the stairs, her eyes noticed a familiar face. She looked again, and there on the lobby mirror was a 
small picture of her mother. Christina’s eyes burned and her throat tightened as she walked across the room and removed the 
small photo. Written on the back was this compelling invitation. ‘Whatever you have done, whatever you have become, it doesn’t 
matter. Please come home.’ She did.” 
Max Lucado, No Wonder They Call Him The Saviour.



Talk 5. Home Free | What does it mean to be a Christian? 

Talk summary
This final talk explains different worldviews and compares and contrasts the worldview of the younger and older sons.

This talk also is a great opportunity to talk about coming home being a party and a feast - a relational change and new 
identity rather than just a sin swap transaction! Comparing coming home to the new creation can be explained in the 
talk and is also explained in the accompanying discussion guide (available on the website.)

The talk ends with an explanation of how we can become Christians and come home. As appropriate in your context 
and where strategically the event fits in an evangelism process, the talk closes with an invitation and prayer.

Additional notes by Glen Scrivener
Two kinds of people — younger and older. We see this in the world: freedom and respect, left and right; liberal and 
conservative; west and east; irreligious and religious.
Jesus tells us we’re ALL wrong and we’re ALL welcome to come home.
Might surprise you that Jesus wants the irreligious. Actually in Luke 15 it’s the irreligious he’s really after and the 
religious have all the problems with that!

What’s the path home?
• Younger son must renounce a false view of freedom. 
— It’s not found in individualism. Come home and join the joy.
• Older son must renounce a false view of respect. 
— It’s not found in earning. Come home and join the joy.
It doesn’t matter what you’ve done in the pigsty, it doesn’t matter what you’ve done in the field. Come home. 

More Information

For more information on:
- running a School of Faith Essentials event 
- full copies of the talk scripts
- posting details of your event on theshooloffaith.org website 

please email Andrew Baughen at 
schooloffaith.info@gmail.com


