
The SCHOOL of FAITH  offers a learning environment 
that connects the curious with the core message of Christianity 

and its significance for the whole of life.

Participants Guide to London 2019 SCHOOL OF FAITH Essentials Talks 

This guide provides additional notes and questions to accompany the SCHOOL OF FAITH essentials films on 
theschooloffaith.org website. The five talks filmed live in London in 2019 are based on the Jesus’ Parable of the Lost Sons: 

Talk 1. Home Start | Does it matter what you believe? | Followed by narration of Luke 15 | 10:28
Talk 2. Home Grown | What is God like? | 9:47
Talk 3. Home Run | What is wrong with the world? | 14:02
Talk 4. Home Delivery | What is Christianity like? | 11:05
Talk 5. Home Free | What does it mean to be a Christian? | 16:45

Talk 1. Home Start | Does it matter what you believe? | Followed by narration of Luke 15 | 10:28

Questions for Discussion
What kind of evidence you would need in order to have a reasonable basis for belief that God exists?
When it comes to the subject of God, what is your story? Who or what has shaped the way you think about God?

Play video up to 6:45 (pause before narration of the Luke 15 parable)

Questions for Discussion
Which of the three views presented in the video best describes your approach to the subject of God and the big 
questions of life? 

The speaker said that if Jesus is God who ‘came into the room’ then everything changes. What difference does Jesus 
being God make to you? How does our view of the world, of ourselves and of others change if God himself gives us his 
true and complete perspective on these things?

“I am trying to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Jesus. ‘I’m 
ready to accept him as a great moral teacher but I don’t accept his claim to be God’. That is the one 

thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic on the level of a man who says he’s a poached egg, or 
else he would be the devil of hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was and is the Son of God 
or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool - you can spit at him as a demon 

or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronising nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Play video from 6:45 (narration of the Luke 15 parable)

Question for Discussion.
What does the story reveal about Jesus’ heart for people? How is this story your story?



Talk 2. Home Grown | What is God like? | 9:47

Question for Discussion
How would it change your life if you knew that you could come just as you are into a relationships with a powerful, pure 
and personal God?

Play video 

LUKE 15: 1-3, 11-24
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering round to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners, and eats with them.’ 
Then Jesus told them this parable. 

Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, “Father, give me 
my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them.

‘Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living.  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that 
whole country, and he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, 
who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, 
but no one gave him anything.

‘When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death!  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your 
hired servants.”  So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms round him and kissed him. The 
son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.

Questions for Discussion
How does the father act towards his sons and what is surprising to you? 
How does Jesus use this picture he paints of the father to tell us about God, our Heavenly Father? 
What does God’s Father action and attitude mean for you?

Talk 3. Home Run | What is wrong with the world? | 14:02

Question for Discussion.
In your opinion, from what does humanity need to be rescued? 

Play video

Questions for Discussion
How does Jesus’ parable help us understand the consequences of us rejecting God?

The speaker explained sin as rebellion against God and missing the mark of his perfect standards. How are we 
therefore all like the younger son in the parable and what is the significance of the implications of that?



‘Now – here is my secret: I tell it to you with an openness of heart that I doubt I shall ever achieve 
again, so I pray that you are in a quiet room as you read these words. My secret is that I need 

God – that I am sick and can no longer make it alone. I need God to help me be kind, as I no longer 
seem capable of kindness; to help me to love, as I seem beyond being able to love.’

– Douglas Coupland, 
Life after God (New York: Pocket Books, 1994), 359

Talk 4. Home Delivery | What is Christianity like? | 11:05

The Christian story is not about religious performance; it is about a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
Christian faith is based on an understanding of what this relationship is, what it is like and how it’s possible. 

Question for Discussion.
How does the Christian story being about relationship change the way you view yourself, others and God?

Play video

Questions for Discussion
The speaker describes God’s love from the story as a love which comes into our pit and dies our death so we can come 
home. Jesus pays for our forgiveness by paying for our sin on our behalf - he takes all our wrongdoing and debts and 
gives us his righteousness and innocence. His death absorbs our sin by taking the judgment we deserve.

1 John 4: 10
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

What does it mean for you that Jesus has taken you sin and dealt with it once and for all? 

What does the younger son do to receive this forgiving love? What does the younger son experience when he turns 
back home to his father? What is the implication for you?

Talk 5. Home Free | What does it mean to be a Christian? | 16:45

“A worldview is a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story or in a 
set of presuppositions which we hold about the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the 

foundation on which we live and move and have our being.”

–James Sire

Question for Discussion.
In the parable Jesus describes home as a feast – this picture of a banquet is Jesus’ favourite way of describing life 
after death where we’re with God and everything is made new. Coming home isn’t just for now but for eternity. What 
is the significance for us today of a perfect home for all God’s forgiven children to be with him on a renewed earth?



LUKE 15: 25-32
‘Meanwhile, the elder son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 
So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. “Your brother has come,” he replied, 
“and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.”

‘The elder brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.  But 
he answered his father, “Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. 
Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours 
who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!”
“My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate 
and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”’

Play video

Questions for Discussion
The speaker described two ways to get lost:

The Younger son represents the expressive individualist view of life. He has an ‘I’ll do it my way’ attitude which is all 
about his experiences whatever the cost and whatever the impact on others. As an expressive individualist he thinks 
identity comes through discovering his most authentic desires and being free to be his authentic self.

The Older son represents the responsible religionist view of life. He has an “I’m a good person” attitude which is all 
about his performance and how he is viewed by others. As a responsible religionist he thinks identity comes though 
fulfilling his religious duties and obligations to be seen well by others.

How have you seen those two ways lived out?
There are two ways to get lost but one way to be found. How does Jesus describe the way to be found in this parable?

THE ABC OF BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

Admit you’re far from home: It’s as we realise our separation that we’ll cry out to God and see him running 
towards us with an unconditional love that restores us to him. Do you realise that?

Believe Jesus provides the way for us to come home: At one point, Jesus says to his friends: ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ Do you believe Jesus has removed the barrier of separation 
so you can approach God and know his unconditional favour? Do you believe Jesus offers you the way home?

Come home and enjoy being with your heavenly father. All the prodigal son does is turn around – his father 
does all the running, all the paying, all the restoring. Likewise, when we turn to God and come home, God is 
promises he will forgive us, cleanse us and clothe us anew. 

Questions for Reflection
In the light of Jesus’ story about God and us, where are you in the story now? 
Will you accept the invitation and come home?

To continue the conversation please email:
schooloffaith.info@gmail.com


